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WHAT'S 
DOOMED? 


so LISTEN T'ME KEENING. АМ KNOW 
LOUD S-SO G- THAT ME NEXT KEEN IS F'R YOU! 


O'BR 
GRATING! 


THE RADIO! 


4, 
AWFUL SOUND 
WE HEARD ON 
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THAT CRITTER'S 
OCH, NOW THE 
GROANING SHORT OUT ; ! Е? 
ALL OF THE SOUND cur ІЛ. | 
IN THIS PAD? ! BYSTANDERS? А a 


NES. OUR BUILDING. iii { m BANSHEES BEEN 
1 i ІШ! "SYNDALL HAUNTING THIS STUDIO 
ONE'S INTERFERING WITH FE А-А FOR A WEEK NOW! ALL I 
R RADIO SIGNAL YES, БЕ $ ei EVER WANTED TO BE WAS 
WE'RE SURROUNDED. Il sans EE sue Wn u A BIOGRAPHER.  T'TELL TH' THAT WILL BRING 
Y PEOPLE WH В ТАЛЛ 21 STORIES OF PEOPLE'S THE RING OF 
JEALOUS OF YOUR 4 i И LIVES! TRUTH TO THIS 
SUCCESS BUT WE'RE Y Я ЕН? MYSTERY! 
NOT QUITTING! NOT эё | i 2 jac T 
AFTER WE'VE JUST : 
BEEN NATIONALLY 
SYNDICATED! 


| BANSHEE'S 
"NATIONALLY 4 
" NOT ABOUT 
SYNDICATED" MEANS 4 LIFE, IS SHE? 
а SHE'S ABOUT 


THE COUNTRY! 


THIS IS, 
LIKE, A NEW 
LOW FOR US, 

SCOOB! 


HERE COME 
SHAGGY AND SCOOBY 
WITH THE BANSHEE RIGHT 
BEHIND THEM! : 


YE DIDNA 

HEED ME, MHUIRNIN! 

NOW ME NEXT KEEN 
IS F'R YOU! 


LUCKY TE 


Supermarket Tesco has just launched its 13th annual 
Computers for Schools scheme, which means you and 
your parents have until Sunday, May 2 [that's eight 
weeks], to collect as many special vouchers as possible 
for your school 

If you haven't taken part before, this is how it works. 
Mums or dads will receive one Computers for Schools 
voucher for 
every £10 spent 
in a single 
transaction in 
Tesco stores 
and petrol 
stations 


SURE WE'VE YOU, LIKE, SAID IT, SCOOB -- WE NEED 
A RAISE! THE NEXT TIME, WE'RE NOT 
GOING OUT FOR LESS THAN 
THIS! WALKING — NS 
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j HAVEN'T YOU 
| HEARD? KEENING'S 
OUT THIS YEAR! PEACEFUL 
SILENCE IS, LIKE, ALL 
THE RAGE! 


Па 


NO SOONER 
DOES THE BROADCAST GO 
CRAZY AGAIN THAN WE CATCH 
IRONS AND BRAD TRYING TO 
SNEAK BACK ІМ! 


FAITH AND 
BEGORRAH' 
YOU KIDS'VE 
CAUGHT THE 
BANSHEE 
BY USING 
SOUND! 


ШШ 


mES 
35 1 ый 


You can then donate the vouchers to your school 

- and your teachers can exchange them for free 
computer equipment 

Keep reading Funday for updates on the progress of 
this year's Tesco Computers for Schools campaign 
We'll highlight the collectors, schools and regions who 
are forging ahead - so start collecting now, to see if 
you stand a chance of being on the leader board! 

Plus, in April, we'll be giving one lucky Funday reader 
the chance to win a flashy tablet PC for themselves and 
one for their school 


е» That creepy ghoul is making а right old racket! 


OR AN OPERA SINGER WITH 
BAAAD FASHION SENSE! 


SCOOBY DOO AND ALL RELATED CHARACTERS AND ELEMENTS ARE TRADEMARKS OF AND € HANNA BARBERA 


COVER PICTURE. COURTESY OF IAN BELL 
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Duel серет! 
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бос do WE KNow) 
THAT's А GIRL?! 


. Girls, ever fancied plucking 
a few strings on stage? The 
International Guitar Foundation 
is putting on a series of girls-only 
_ guitar workshops to get more 
females strumming. Workshops 
. cost £13 [£3 for a four-hour 
session and £10 for the 
| accompanying Daisy Rock Guitars 
of the Year Bridget Mermikides 
taking part. Courses are at venues around the country including Bath, 
Bracknell, Edinburgh and London between March and August. For more 
details, click on www.igf-events.com or call 0870 240 6783. 


a ы 28 
— PLÓROw - 


PICTURES: ORINSPEED INC, 1998-2004 PA/ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 


Piranhas are the 

world's most savage 

freshwater fish and are 

usually found in the 

Amazon in South 

America. So imagine 

the surprise of crew 

members onboard the 

Thames Bubbler at Кот каме ---- : 
Halfway Reach, East London, who found one on the deck of their boat. 
The 10cm red-bellied piranha is thought to have been released into 
the Thames where it soon died because it wasn't used to the cold 
temperature. It was probably then swooped on by a bird and dropped 
onto the deck of the boat, 8,000km from its tropical habitat! 
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Peter and flour-faced Chris 
need reminding who they are 
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PICTURES. JAMIE HUGHES 


If you think you 
could make better 
pizzas than Phixx, 
you can organise 

your very own 

Pizza Express party 

Find your local 
branch via 

WWW pizzaexpress 
co.uk and ask an 
adult to call the 

restaurant manager 
for party details 


RESCUE 
RAS spem 


For more than 30 years, Earthwatch has been sending ordinary people all over the 
world to help environmental experts save endangered animals and their habitats. 
To date, Earthwatch has recruited more than 65,000 volunteers to work on 2,800 
different projects in 118 countries. Each volunteer spends up to 18 days assisting 
scientists, conservationists and researchers, and learning more about the important 
work they do. As you can see from this map of current projects, Earthwatch 
volunteers are making a difference right around the globe. 


Jason Page takes a look at some of the en Запдегей animals that Earthwatch is trying to save You've probably never heard of this creature before, let alone seen one. It's called a 
s. fossa and it is only found on the island of Madagascar in the Indian Ocean. Apart 


from man, this ferocious predator has no natural enemies but its survival is now 
threatened by the destruction of the forests in which it lives. Very little is known 


This female hawksbill turtle is being 
measured as she comes ashore to lay 
eggs. A combination of over-hunting 
[these turtles are prized for their meat 
as well as their beautiful shells] and 
the destruction of their nesting sites 
has resulted in hawksbills joining the 
list of critically endangered animals 
facing extinction. As well as tagging 
weighing and measuring the turtles 
Earthwatch is also working with the 
local communities who have 
traditionally hunted turtles, to agree 
sustainable hunting quotas 


The environmental charity is studying 
coral reefs and building a computer 
model to predict how they will be 
affected by future environmental 
changes. The waters off the coast of 
Jamaica are home to more species of 
hard corals than anywhere else in the 
Caribbean. The reefs have been built up 
over thousands of years by tiny 
creatures called polyps. As a result of 
global warming, however, the coral is 
now dying at an unprecedented rate. 


about these elusive animals but by tracking them, using radio-transmitting collars, 
Earthwatch hopes to find out more about the fossa's habits. 


Volunteers have been tracking basking sharks off the coast of Cornwall and in 
Scottish waters to calculate the size of the UK's shark population and the impact 
humans are having on their population. The basking shark is one of the ocean's 
most secretive and mysterious animals. These massive fish can measure more than 
9m from head to tail - that's longer than a double-decker bus! They feed exclusively 
on tiny sea creatures called plankton, which they filter from the water using their 
enormous mouths. 


ecoinendly holidays have been visiting 
the rainforest to see macaws. These 
beautiful birds are threatened not only 
by deforestation but also by poachers 
who sell them as pets. The tourists help 
keep the poachers away but the 
holidaymakers may also be disturbing 
the birds and creating other problems 
Earthwatch is currently examining the 
impact the tourists have on the macaws 
and what can be done to ensure the 
species' long-term survival 


AURA MORRISON/I 


Thirty years ago, Kenya's black 
rhino population stood at more 
than 20,000. Recently, however, 
poachers pushed the rhino to the 
edge of extinction - there were 
just 400 left in the wild. The 
numbers of rhino are now 
increasing again but this success 
can create its own problems as 
the growing rhino population 
competes for food with other 
animals such as elephants and 
giraffes. The impact of rhinos on 
other large mammals and what 
needs to be done to maintain 

a healthy ecosystem is a topic 
Earthwatch is investigating. 


Earthwatch is conducting the first 
photo-ID survey of sea otters in the 
hope of getting to the bottom of an 
environmental mystery. The number 
of sea otters off the coast of Alaska 
has been falling for decades - but 
nobody knows for certain why. It 
could be that pollution is to blame 
or it might be down to an increase 
in the number of attacks by killer 
whales and sharks. 


SUE JONES, COURESTY OF IAN BELL, ELLEN ООНАЙ) i (Vis 


SHARK TRUS 


With a top speed in excess of 110kph, the cheetah is the fast:est runner in the animal 
kingdom. Sadly, however, this beautiful big cat is now in a race for survival. In 
Namibia, 90% of the cheetah population lives on farmland - which makes conflict with 
farmers inevitable. During the past 20 years, 10,000 cheetah < have been killed by 
farmers protecting their livestock. As well as studying wild ¢:heetahs, Earthwatch is 
helping to educate farmers and schoolchildren about the be nefits of cheetah 
conservation. 


This alpine skink is one of 17 different types of lizard found on the island of Tasmania, 
Australia. These reptiles have adapted to survive in an unpredictable and often harsh 
climate. But will they be able to cope with rising temperatures cause by global 

warming? An Earthwatch team is in Tasmania, right now, to find out. 


GOSH. BERYL! HE 
REALLY SORTED YOU 
OUT THERE! 


HUH! YOU WAIT! 
THAT WAS ONLY 


THATS US EVEN! NOW 
FOR THE DECIDING 
ROUND! 


SILLY GIRL! IT S 
SIMPLE! LET ME SHOW 
you 


НЕЕ! НЕЕ! | KNEW 


( WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
TO RESIST PUTTING 
К THESE SUMS RIGHT 
-- ТЕС 0 


AND ТНІ515 OLD 
MCCOLL THE JANITOR' 


NOW ГУЕ GOT TO 


TAKE HIS BUCKET SHE SUP TO 


SOMETHING—I 
CAN TELL! 


Б —( HO}! YOU'RE NOT 
ALLOWED TO DRAW LINES 


I'LL HAVE TO TIME 
THIS JUST RIGHT! 


RIGHT! | OWE TAKE THAT 


HERA REAL 


NASTY LITTLE 
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Featuring its own theme tune from 

Mya, the voices of Pierce "007" 

Brosnan, Judy "М" Dench and John 

"Q" Cleese, and cracking locations, 

Everything or Nothing pulls out all the 

stops Its cinematic third-person 

gameplay, Q gadgets and heart-pumping 
missions makes it the best 007 game yet Even 
metal-mouthed Bond baddy Jaws makes an 
appearance Everything or Nothing is the nearest 
most of us will get to being in a Bond movie! 


СЕ 


YES ІТ15! AND YOU RE 
NOT ALLOWED TO DRAW 
ON THE SCHOOL WALLS— 
SPECIALLY PICTURES OF 
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HUH!1JUST 
CAN TGET THIS Y 
TO WORK OUT 


I M REPORTING THIS TO 
THE HEADMASTER! 


YOU 


VICTORY 
TO BERYL! 


of Philip Pullman [who isn't?] can 

now discover or revisit his earlier 

Sally Lockhart books. The Ruby in the | 

Smoke is the first in the series and 

it's a gripping, atmospheric Victorian 

mystery as young, resourceful Sally 

uncovers who's responsible for her father's tragic 
death Full of seedy London streets, suspense and 
dangerous characters, this is a finely-woven story 
by a great storyteller Don't miss out this time! 


I LL MAKE A 
FEW—ER— 


Tommy, СІ 
island ro 


Latest cyber pet craze, 
Aquapets, are mini underwater 
creatures who need your loving 
care. Each character has its own 
personality and language which 
you can help develop with all 
the TLC an Aquapet needs 
Familiarise yourself with Puku, 
Tu and Kiko - they're going to 
take over the world! 


Zoinks! If you can't wait for 
Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters 
Unleashed [out on April 2] then 
catch up with all the Mystery 
Inc gossip here. Featuring great 
downloads, posters, stills from 
the movie and cool prizes to 
win, it's a colourful site 
guaranteed to catch your eye 
Rooby Rooby Roo! 


If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 
created one of your own, spin 
me a mail and tell me all about 
it on webbyGsunday-times.co.uk 


ооооо 


скіе, Angelica, Lil and Phil have a desert 
after the Rugrats get shipwrecked 


while on hóliday. But far from being on their 
lonesome, The Wild Thornberries are there filming 
their latestiwildlife show One 

highlight is that we get to hear ise 

Spike talk, thanks to Eliza's Doolittle d 

talent, and he sounds suspiciously — 

like Bruce Willis! Go wild? Not 

quite, but it's an enjoyable toon | 

adventure that, at a tidy 78 minutes * 

long, doesn't overstay its welcome 
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As he plays the last dates on his UK 
tour, jazz singer Jamie Cullum talks 
to Stars about performing live 


It's a healthy mixture of nerves and 
excitement. I'm always excited being 
on stage because | love performing, but 
І also get nervous that | won't perform 
to the best of my ability. 


1 do what are called vocal warm-ups, 
which are exercises you do for your 
voice to open up the lungs and the 
throat. There's also a really good 
exercise where you bang your hands 
on your chest like Tarzan. 


Not at all because me and the band are 

always changing them. We'll add bits in 

the middle perhaps, or | might get up from the piano and start dancing 
around. Every show is different. 


1 forget the words all the time and have to make up new ones. I've also 
fallen off the piano stool a few times. 


I'm terrible. I'm happy if a show goes well, but I still come off stage 
saying to myself: "You can do better next time." | think I could be a lot 
better as a singer and a musician. | need to practise more. I'm not trying 
to sound modest, but I've got a long way to go before I'm any good. 


My strategy is to be honest in the answers I give to interviewers but not 


around me, such as friends and family example, | have a girlfriend 


but i won't give any details about e че is. 


Sure. | miss my brother Ben and my mum and dad, but they come and 
see me whenever they can and we keep in constant touch via telephone 
calls and e-mail. 


They cover all age groups. | love 


people. | got a letter the other 
day from a nine-year-old who 
said I'd inspired him to play 
piano and listen to other types 
of music rather than pop. 


It's the same advice I'd give to 
any type of singer, whether it be 
rock, pop or jazz. You should 
only do it if you love it. Don't 


telly or on Pop Idol - sing 
because it's your favourite thing 
in the world to do. 


it when I get fan mail from young 


sing to be famous or to be on the 
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Persevering at something you 
love makes it ali worthwhile, 
as music's latest newcomer 
Mark Joseph tells us 


| was in a band called Passion 

that | started when | was at 

Leeds College of Music. І was 

only there for four months but 

in that time 1 met the rest of the 

band. We left college and toured 

Europe, which was amazing. It's 

very easy to fall into the playing 

the local pub scene because it 

seems successful, you like to 

think that there will be an A&R 

guy in the audience who will want to sign you and give you a record 
deal. Sadly, it doesn't work like that any more. We had done all this 
touring and everything was going fantastically well and we did actually 
start getting record company interest, but the keyboard player left and 
then the bass player, so it was just the drummer and me. Rather than 
replacing them we went our separate ways and I've been оп my own 
ever since. 


Once I'd left Passion, | wanted to set up my own record label and release 
a single but at the time it sounded very silly and far-fetched and unlikely 
to happen. ! wanted to play to a lot of people so I thought about doing 
a massive schools tour and NNSUD was an idea І had to get in with the 
schools. | told the schools that October 18 was the National Non School 
Uniform Day for Music and 1 made up a CD sampler that we were giving 
away for free to all the schools. On that day, every pupil at the schools 
taking part would pay £1 not to wear their uniform and in return they 
would get a free CD and £1,000 worth of musical equipment for the 
school. They got a drum kit, bass guitar, bass amp, guitar, guitar amp, 
microphone and mic stands but the condition was that a band was set 
up in each school and the band had to write their own songs. 


I'd like to say it's very catchy and simple, a lot of people would say it 
sounds Oasis-like in style and that might be my personal taste coming | 
into my music. І love Oasis and The Beatles and for them it's all about the 
songs, and that's what I'm a fan of, breed tat songs, and hopefully 
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The single is 
called Bringing 
Back Those 
Memories. It's a 
simple, catchy 
tune and a bit 
more upbeat 


than my previous 


two singles. The 
music is very in 


your face but the 


lyrics are the 
complete 
opposite and 
that's what | like 
about it. 
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Stars brings you music that matters 
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ADVANCE FEATURES 


You must have 


the most 
AMAZINA 


leye sight / 


write down Your 
Choice of career 


VIAKE THE LEAP 


The Explorer Globe from LeapFrog is 


an interactive, talking globe that lets 
you gaze around the world, learn facts 
about countries and play one of six 


| multi-level games for up to four players 


{ at the | 


then have a look 
Place a special 
d Library onto the LeapPad 
n and touch any page with the magic pen 
and the words, letters and stories read out 


if it's knowledge у 


| loud — bringing learning to life 


To celebrate the leap year, this week's star 


| f-mailer will receive a Leapfrog Explorer Globe 


| 


[£99 99]: All other printed f 


IT T mailers will receive a 


EE LeapPad Learning 
Y P System with all-new 
World Geography book 


More fun next week! 


But a word =] If You Can't spell it 
you bce pig won't 


Dear f-mail, 

I'm writing in response to Olivia Conway [issue 754] 
І totally agree. Some footballers are bad sports, they 
are overpaid and some are wimps. Take Emile 
Heskey, for example, he sometimes makes injuries 
look a lot worse than they seem - and he's not the 
only one. Rugby players don't lie down with their 
hands over their head moaning to stop play and 
bring on the physio, they shrug off small injuries 
and don't make a hullabaloo when they need to go 
off. I also think that fans are a problem as well. 
Rugby fans are a lot less yobbish than football fans, 
that's not to say that they don't have fights on the 
odd occasion. Having the footballing ability is one 
thing, but being able to use it in a sporting, good- 
hearted and generally sensible manner is another 
Tom Davies, 12, via e-mail 


PICTURE SIMON WEBB 


They ended ир 
crying for Alp! 


Ice caps! 


Nicola 
Lily Earle, 10, Chandler, 
Southampton Oxford 


To enter, tell us 
Oscar Wilde's 
nationality 


Eimear Bourke, 12, 
Glen Navan, Ireland 


Alton Towers re-opens its doors 
on March 27 with a fantastic new 
rollercoaster that is guaranteed 
to get your head in a spin! 
Spinball Whizzer is a unique 
spinning coaster that goes up 
and down as well as round 

and round. Plus The Flume: 
Unplugged by PZ Cussons' 
Imperial Leather sees the original 
rustic log boats replaced with 
bath tubs together with a few 
extra exciting twists and turns. 
After a day on the rides, adults 
can relax in the luxurious Spa 
that has opened in the Alton 
Towers Hotel and is open to 
guests of both hotels. To book 
the hotels or for further info, 
call 0870 458 5171 or click on 
www.altontowers.com 

Alton Towers is offering two 
readers an overnight family 


stay [for fcur] at the Caribbean-themed Splash Landings Hotel, a two-day 
family park ticket, access to the Cariba Creek Waterpark, £50 towards 
travel expenses and £50 worth of Magic Money for each winner. 

Plus, seven runners up will win a family ticket for four people 

[valid for the 2004 season]. 


To enter, tell us the date of Easter Monday this year 


Dear f-mail, 

I would just like to 

say that the oboe is 
probably one of the 
hardest instruments 

to play. І don't know 
how Amy Studt does 

it How can she manage 
writing her songs, 
recording and 


performing them and 
practising instruments? 
It just shows that true 
talent is smothered by 
fake artists 

Becky Johnson, 11, 
Ipswich 


Mark your entry 
ALTON TOWERS and 
send it, with your name, 
age, address and home 
telephone number, 


to the competition HON 10! E 


address below. 
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Send your letters, cartoons, jokes and drawings to: 
The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton Buzzard LU7 7GX 
or funday.times@sunday-times.co.uk 
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kK KKK ox x * СОТ А NEWS STORY? KKKKKKKKKKK 
Please telephone 020 7782 7415 
or e-mail funday.news@sunday-times.co.uk 


make sure you don't miss the deadline! e 


PICTURES REUTERS/HOWARD BURDITT/ 
WILL BURGESS/NACHO DOCE. PA/DAVID DAVIES 


n Jamaica on Thursday, Funday Sport profili two players sata to establish - RN | 
| themselves as regulars i in their respective Test sides — England расетап se i spas of 18 Grand Prix - two more 
I nitk Š than usual, with both Bahrain and China hosting 
- inaugural events. Motor racing fans can watch the 
Australian Grand Prix as live on ITV1, at 1.30pm. 


Champions 
League, 
Manchester 
United v Porto 
Alex Ferguson was 
fuming after the first 
leg - partly due to 
Roy Keane's red card 
but in equal measure 
because of his side's 
poor performance. This is a must-win game for 
United but Porto have the talents of strikers Benni 
McCarthy [above] and Carlos Alberto to stage | 
a counter attack. Live on ITV1, kick-off 7 45pm. 
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